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krs. Pennie Wright
708 8. Johu Street
New Broeckton, Alabama 36351

Desr M.rs. wright:

In aecordance with the Federal acknowledgment regulations (25 CFR 83, formerly part
54), the Acknowrledgment staff has completed its initisl review of the Kalhis Lower
Alsbama Creek petition for Federsl mcknowledgment for obvious deficiencies and
signiflicant omissions, This letter discusses questions raised by the staff and areas which
we feel eould be strengthened with sdditional informstion. This letter is not & notifieation
of sctive considerstion nor is it & denisl of the petition.

Staf! questions and requests for additions] information will be found in the individually
numbered paragraphs whieh follow. There is no signifieance to the order in whieh items
are listed, '

1. Deseribe tiie present-day MaChis Creek eomunity and how it functions. Include
a list and description of group ceresonies and gatnerings other thun eouncil/board
of directors meetings as well as any other informal activities done together by
ali or part of the MaChis Creek wmembership. Deserlbe anv traditional eultural
practices or Indian language that has been waintained.

2. When, where, and how often does the group's governing body meet? Are minutes
of these meetings prepared? If so, picase provide us with eopies of the minutes,

3. Provide & photocopy of the page in vour bible which shows its date and place
of publication.

4, Are lists sveileble which show the names of members whe were present at the
group's meetings? If so, please provide copies.

5. How does an individual become a member of the MaChis Lower Alshbama Creek
Indian Tribe? Is an application form eompleted? If so, by whom? Please provide
8 sample of the form.

6. Indicate using specific documents how the group has been identifie¢ as Indian
since earliest contect, especially after 1825.

7. What evidence, If eny, is required of an applicent's tribal ancestrv or degree of

Indian blood? Is any effert msde to verify information of this type provided on
membersnip applications? If so, please explain how verification is accowplished.
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11,

Provide a list of the leaders of the MaChis Lower Alabama Creek organization
prior to December 1882, when the group was formally incorporated under the
laws of the State of Alabams. Describe how the group was soverned prior to
that time and provide documentaticn of its =xistence,

when was the affidavit regarding the death and burial of James E. VeGlaun
written? What relationship, if any, do the affiants, Trent and Ralph Lewis, have
with the MaChis Creeks? On what date did James E. McGlaun die?

what relationshlp, if any, now exists or has existed in the past between the
recognizad Creek Nation of Oklahoma? Explain.
what relationships, if any, now exist or have existed in the past with the MaClhis
Creeks and otner recognized tribes and unrecognized Indian groups in the states
of Alabaina, Gecrgia and Florida? Explain,

Fas any oral history been recorded from the current members of sncestors of
the Malhis membership? If so, whers can this information be resecarehed?

The petition states that separate schools and churches wera availanle for the
MaChis Creeks? What records, if eny, exist for these schools and churches to
docurent the presence of ¥aChis members?

Did ¥aChis Creek members share in judgments awarded te Creek Indians under
Indian Claims Commission Dockats 21 or 278? Are any kKuown to nave applied
to share in Docket 275Y

Although not an obvious deficiency, we would be interested to know what grants are
heid by the ¥aChis Creeks and any participation by the orzanization in Federal, state
or local programs (e.g., CETA, Indian Edueation). If possible, provide a copy of any
grants that have been received or applied for in the past five YeArs.

The Acknowledyment staff will be in touch with you by telephone to discuss the specific

information requested above. They will be happy te answer any questions you may have
at that time.

ce:

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

Sincerely,

Hazel B Eibsid

3, Director, Cffice of Incisn Services

Surname:
440:440B:Mailroom:
Holdup:MCMILLION:glb:2/28/84:3568
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